
The Interagency Arctic Research Policy Committee (IARPC), chaired by the National Science 
Foundation (NSF), recently revised and strengthened the Principles for Conducting Research in the 
Arctic. All scientists are encouraged to adopt and practice the Principles. 
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After installation of a soil temperature data logger unit, Mr. Edward Tiknor, Tribal Member (with laptop), 
gets hands-on training. Also included in photo: Dr. Alexander Kholodov (foreground), Mr. Adam Nikolai, 
Tribal Member (far left), Ms. Teresa Hanson, Environmental Director of Telida Village Council (back left), 
Mr. Steven Nikolai, Jr., Tribal Member (back right).

Researchers working in the Arctic have 
a responsibility to respect local culture 
and knowledge and advance 
stewardship of the Arctic environment. 
Principles for the conduct of research in 
the Arctic were released in 1990 and 
have been in use since that time. 
Recognizing the need to update the 
Principles to better align with U.S. 
Arctic policy, to incorporate the 
latest advances in research methods, 
and to reflect expanded research efforts 
and disciplinary breadth in a rapidly 
changing Arctic, the U.S. Interagency 
Arctic Research Policy Committee 
(IARPC) undertook a revision of the 
original Principles and in November 
2018 approved the revised  
Principles for Conducting Research in 
the Arctic. Through outreach efforts, 
listening sessions, and two Federal 
Register open comment periods, an 
IARPC review team worked for over 
a year soliciting input from Federal, 
State, and local agency 
representatives, Alaska Native 
people and organizations, 
academic organizations and individual 
researchers. 



Principles for Conducting Research in the Arctic

Be Accountable

Establish Effective Communication

Respect Indigenous Knowledge and Cultures

Build and Sustain Relationships

Pursue Responsible Environmental Stewardship

The goals of the Principles document are to establish the 
fundamental principles for research conduct in the Arctic; 
to strengthen community-researcher engagement across 
all stages of research design, data collection, analyses, 
and reporting; and to promote wide implementation 
and practice of the Principles. The audience for 
these Principles includes federally-sponsored 
researchers and other stakeholders conducting or 
sponsoring research in the Arctic. The Principles are 
integral to all IARPC activities. In addition to being 
hosted on the IARPC Collaborations website, they 
will be included in future IARPC documents and will 
be reviewed every five years. The Principles are also a 
deliverable for the second Arctic Science Ministerial 
meeting held in Berlin, Germany, on October 28, 
2018. 

Each Federal agency will determine how best to 
implement the Principles. Examples of places where 
the Principles document can be included to inform 
researchers include requests for proposals, grant terms 
and conditions, and position descriptions. 

For more information and to view the full Principles visit: 
www.iarpccollaborations.org/principles 
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