
What is IARPC?
The Interagency Arctic Research Policy Committee
(IARPC) is a committee of the U.S. National Science and
Technology Council. It aims to enhance scientific
research on environmental issues in the Arctic through
coordination of federal agencies and domestic and
international collaborators. It consists of representatives
from 16 agencies, departments, and offices across the
U.S. federal government and is chaired by the director
of the National Science Foundation.

What is IARPC Collaborations?
IARPC Collaborations is a platform that brings together
federal and non-federal researchers and partners to
work together to address the critical challenges laid out
in the Arctic Research Plan. Over 2500 Arctic
researchers and stakeholders have come together to
accelerate the pace of Arctic research. IARPC
Collaborations participants include individuals from the
state of Alaska and academic, non-profit, private
sector, Indigenous, and international organizations.

What is the Arctic Research Plan?
IARPC is required to develop and implement a five-year
research plan in consultation with the U.S. Arctic
Research Commission, the governor of the state of
Alaska, residents of the Arctic, the private sector, and
public interest groups. The plan identifies critical areas
where U.S. Arctic research supports U.S. policy from
community to global scales and looks for areas where
federal investment is enhanced through interagency
collaboration. It intentionally builds on the strong
intellectual accomplishments and ideas of the research
community. The plan aims to advance knowledge and
decision support for challenges and opportunities that
lie ahead. It is implemented in part through IARPC
Collaborations.
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IARPC'S WORK
IN NORTHERN
COMMUNITIES

Examples from the
2017-2021 Arctic
Research Plan

Increasing Awareness on Issues Related to
Food Security in the Arctic
Food security is a major cross-cutting research theme throughout the
2017-2021 plan. Established in 2017, the Coastal Resilience
Collaboration Team has increased awareness about essential issues
regarding food security in the Arctic by hosting food security-oriented
webinars and discussions. IARPC provided a research platform for
sharing information, observations, activities, and research findings on
food security topics including harmful algal blooms and seabird die-offs,
cultural importance of shorebirds, caribou use of habitat near energy
development, ringed seal movements, and sea star wasting disease. This
platform has allowed researchers to get a better understanding of what
some communities value in research so that they can work in better
alignment with community needs. Additionally, with guidance from the
Inuit Circumpolar Council, the Coastal Resilience Collaboration Team has
provided opportunities for the IARPC community to learn more about
Inuit food security, applying a food security lens to their work, and
understanding the interconnected nature of the Arctic. This
collaboration has helped raise awareness about the nuances and
importance of food security to northern communities. The team has also
provided communities with opportunities to highlight their concerns and
share their work.*
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Working with Communities to Establish Baseline Data on
Harmful Algal Blooms
In 2018 and 2019, the Environmental Intelligence Collaboration Team facilitated the coordination of
research cruises in the Bering and Chukchi seas to enhance harmful algal bloom (HAB) research and
sampling activities. This led to seed funding from the Alaska Ocean Observing System, the U.S. Arctic
Research Commission, and NOAA’s Alaska Regional Collaboration Team to collect water and biological
samples for HAB detection and to host a two-day HAB workshop (July 2019)  in Nome, Alaska, that focused
on potential public health risks of HABs. The community sampling effort was the beginning of an essential
baseline understanding of HABs in the Bering Strait region. It addressed the need for information on
testing of natural resources and subsistence foods for algal toxins and potential impacts on human health
through wild food consumption. Follow-up information was shared with communities and other entities.
This effort continues today and is now primarily focused on connecting researchers in the Bering Sea
region with each other and helping to synthesize knowledge from research for use by communities.

Addressing Issues Around Violence in Alaska Indigenous
Communities
In 2019, the Health & Well-Being Collaboration Team addressed issues around violence in Alaska
Indigenous communities. A meeting focused on this topic addressed reports by Department of Justice
researchers on the National Baseline Study to assess Alaska Indigenous women’s experiences with
violence and victimization, health responses, service needs, and help-seeking. It also examined the
contributions of Village Public Safety Offers and highlighted efforts to determine effective methods to
assess exposure to violence and victimization among Alaska Indigenous youth and to improve their health
and well-being.

Addressing Mental Health Challenges
The Health & Well-Being Collaboration Team advanced several initiatives to improve Alaska Indigenous
mental health, including the new toolkit from RISING SUN (Reducing the Incidence of Suicide in Indigenous
Groups – Strengths United through Networks), an activity arising from the U.S. chairmanship of the Arctic
Council ending in 2017. In addition, the team highlighted the work of ANCHRR (Alaska Native Collaborative
Hub for Research on Resilience), which conducts resilience-focused research to increase community
health by strategically strengthening local institutions, programs, and cultural practices that protect youth
from suicide and related risks. This project works to integrate community needs; is driven, supported, and
led by communities; and seeks to understand strength-based approaches at a community level.

*IARPC understands and acknowledges the lack of internet connectivity across many regions of the Arctic and recognizes that the IARPC Collaborations
platform is limited and only able to reach some community members.
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DEVELOPING
THE NEXT
ARCTIC
RESEARCH
PLAN (2022-
2026)

Status of the Arctic Research Plan

Every five years, IARPC develops a new Arctic Research Plan. The next
plan, which will cover 2022 to 2026, is currently under development by a
team from the IARPC secretariat and member federal agencies. 
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Public Input on the Draft Plan

Once a draft plan is complete, IARPC will issue a second Federal
Register Notice to collect input and comments on the draft. This notice
is scheduled for February 2021. This input will be used by the federal
drafting teams to revise the plan. All comments and responses that
IARPC receives during this second engagement phase will be made
publicly available on the IARPC Collaborations website
(iarpccollaborations.org).

Contact plan@
iarpccollaborations.org
with any comments or
questions.

Beginning in October 2019, IARPC began to share information with the
public about the development of the next Arctic Research Plan. IARPC
held a public comment period between April 3 and August 2, 2020.
During this period, IARPC and others hosted public listening sessions
and webinars. IARPC has collected comments from Indigenous
communities, researchers, federal agencies, state of Alaska agencies,
and others to inform the plan. This input will help shape the text of the
first draft of the 2022-2026 Arctic Research Plan.

This document was written by Sorina Stalla and Liz Weinberg on behalf of the IARPC Plan Development
Steering Group.


