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NNA supports research 
and dissemination of new 

knowledge needed to 
inform the economy, 

security, and resilience of 
the Nation, the larger 
Arctic region, and the 
globe with respect to 

Arctic change.
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Major Goals of Navigating the New Arctic

• Understand local and global effects of Arctic change 
based on interactions among the natural 
environment, built environment, and social systems.

• Foster diverse, integrative, and well-positioned 
Arctic research communities.

• Inform U.S. national security and economic 
development needs and enable resilient, 
sustainable Arctic communities.

• Enhanced efforts in formal and informal education 
that focus on the social, built, and/or natural impacts 
of Arctic change on multiple scales and broadly 
disseminate research outcomes.



NNA Venn Diagram



NNA Focus 
Areas

Arctic Residents

Data and Observation

Education

Forecasting

Global Impacts

Resilient Infrastructure



NSF 22-520
solicits three 

types of 
proposals:

Full Proposal Deadline Date: February 08, 2023

NNA Incubator Grants: up to $300,000 / 2 
years

NNA Research Grants: up to $3,000,000 / 5 
years

NNA Collaboratory Grants: no budget 
restrictions and a maximum duration of 5 
years.

NSF anticipates a portfolio of awards with a range of 
budgets and durations up to these maxima



NNA Incubator 
Grants

Proposals that support activities 
related to convergence research team 
formation, pilot convergence research, 

testing project feasibility, and/or 
engagement in capacity-building to 

address important challenges.

Must address at least one NNA Focus 
Area and two Venn Diagram areas

Unlike the Planning Grant Track in 
previous NNA solicitations, Incubator 

grants can be used to support 
convergence research activities.



NNA Research Grants

This solicitation calls 
for creative proposals 

for fundamental 
research that tackles 
convergent scientific 

and engineering 
challenges related to 
the rapidly changing 

Arctic. 

Proposals must:

1. address at least one of the NNA Focus Areas
2. address questions on the interactions or 

connections between two or more of the major 
elements depicted in the NNA Venn diagram 

3. have a strong connection to real-world needs of 
the changing Arctic or its global impact with clear 
evidence of appropriate expertise within the 
investigative team

4. clearly articulate how methods and theories from 
the social, natural, environmental, computing and 
information sciences, and engineering contribute 
to the intellectual merit and broader impacts of 
the proposed research.



NNA Collaboratory Grants

• Organize and collaborate on multifaceted, complex challenges and opportunities 
related to the rapidly changing Arctic.
• Support activities that involve a breadth of collaborations, working together to 

address grand challenge questions of a scope broader what is expected for a 
Research Grant, with outcomes that have far-reaching implications. 
• Projects must address interactions or connections among all three major elements

depicted in the NNA Venn diagram and address at least one NNA focus area.
• These activities do not include the construction or rehabilitation of substantial 

physical infrastructure.



Guidance for Proposing 
Teams on the NNA 
Community Office 
(NNA CO)

• Established February 2021
• Designed to build awareness, partnerships, opportunities, and 

resources for collaboration and equitable knowledge generation within, 
between, and beyond the research projects funded by NNA
• Prospective PIs to the NNA Program are encouraged to take advantage 

of these resources when preparing a proposal
• Website - https://nna-co.org/

NNA proposals may not include letters of collaboration from NNA-CO personnel 
in their capacity as a representative from the NNA-CO

https://nna-co.org/


Requesting 
Support 

from NSF’s 
Arctic 

Research 
Support and 

Logistics 
(RSL) 

Program

• Proposals involving fieldwork in the Arctic must describe 
the field activities in the body of the proposal.
• NSF’s prime contractor for Arctic field research support is 

Battelle Arctic (https://battellearcticgateway.org/).
• Proposals requesting support for fieldwork should expect 

to go to the field no sooner than 12-18 months after 
proposal submission.
• Requests for third-party field support or services must 

include in the proposal a 1-2 page Supplementary 
Document describing the scope and cost estimate for 
support. Allow providers 4-6 weeks to prepare 
Supplementary Document information.
• For assistance from Battelle Arctic in planning field 

support, email arctic.planning@battelle.org. 

https://battellearcticgateway.org/
mailto:arctic.planning@battelle.org


Special 
Considerations 
for Collaborations 
with Arctic 
Communities in 
NNA Proposals

• NSF has recently issued a Dear Colleague Letter (NSF 21-
077) that outlines how NSF programs that fund projects in 
the Arctic have been working to improve the inclusion of 
local and Indigenous voices in Arctic research. 

• NSF launched a landing page (https://www.nsf.gov/ace) on Arctic 
Community Engagement. This website highlights solicitations and 
resources encourage the inclusion of local Arctic communities and 
Indigenous Knowledge in NSF-funded projects, as well as 
encourage the development of proposals to build capacity to 
better support this work in the Arctic.

https://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf21077
https://www.nsf.gov/ace


Special Considerations for 
Collaborations with Arctic 
Communities in NNA 
Proposals, continued

• Research Sites Near Arctic 
Residents
• Community Engagement and 

Outreach
• Co-production of Knowledge

Project plans should be in accordance with 
the Interagency Arctic Research Policy 

Committee's (IARPC) Principles for 
Conducting Research in the Arctic

https://www.nsf.gov/geo/opp/arctic/conduct.jsp


Management and Integration Plan
A Management and Integration Plan up to six pages in 
length is required for all proposals.

The Management and Integration Plan should:

• begin with a section entitled “Convergence 
Statement” that explicitly answers questions 
detailed in the solicitation;

• list all PIs, co-PIs, and Senior Personnel on the 
project;

• describe how the group effort will be coordinated;

• describe how the disciplinary components will be 
integrated; and

• describe collaborations and partnerships and their 
integration with the project

• articulate any relevant ethical and/or environmental 
considerations associated with the project

• describe the planning process for uncertainties
related to the COVID-19 pandemic

A clear timeline of expected outcomes should also be 
included.



NNA Opportunities Can Be Found on Our Website: 
https://www.nsf.gov/geo/opp/arctic/nna/index.jsp

Send questions to NNA@nsf.gov

https://www.nsf.gov/geo/opp/arctic/nna/index.jsp


Breakout Rooms For Questions
General NNA Questions
• Siobhan Mattison
• Maddie Midyette
• Kate Ruck

Incubator Grant Questions
• Roberto Delgado
• Katsumi Matsumoto

Research Grant Questions
• Jonathan Wynn
• Liam Frink

Collaboratory Grant Questions
• Colleen Strawhacker
• Xoco Shinbrot


