
Mapping Interagency Arctic Efforts 
U.S. Federal agencies are in the Executive branch of the government and implement policies and strategies of the 

President’s Administration within the context of the agency’s mission and goals in service to the American people. 

Agencies working in the Arctic or on issues like climate change, ocean science, and other research areas that span 

multiple agencies increasingly benefit from interagency coordination that improves communication and efficiency, 

develops synergies, and avoids duplication of effort. Within the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy 

(OSTP), the National Science and Technology Council (NSTC) manages many of these large, complex research 

efforts. Below are summaries of a number of Arctic-related interagency efforts.

Arctic Executive Steering Committee (AESC) 
President Obama established the AESC with his January 

2015 Executive Order, "Enhancing Coordination of 

National Efforts in the Arctic." The AESC members are 

the deputy heads of agencies including 25 agencies and 

departments supporting a variety of services in the 

Arctic. The Chair of the AESC is the Director of OSTP. 

The committee is charged with providing guidance and 

coordinating priorities and activities across Executive 

Branch agencies under the National Strategy for the 

Arctic Region (NSAR). These responsibilities include 

improving the coherence of engagement with the State 

of Alaska and Alaska Native communities, and 

supporting the U.S. Chairmanship of the eight-state 

Arctic Council for 2015–2017.  

Arctic Policy Group (APG) 
The APG is an interagency group led by the 
Department of State comprising those Federal

agencies with programs and/or involvement in 

research and monitoring, land and natural resources 

management, environmental protection, human 

health, transportation, and policy making in the 

Arctic. The APG meets monthly to share information 
about the Arctic and support U.S. participation in the 
Arctic Council. 

Interagency Arctic Research Policy 

Committee (IARPC) 

IARPC, with membership from 16 agencies, 

departments, and offices across the Federal government, 

is charged with enhancing both the scientific monitoring 

of, and research on, local, regional, and global 

environmental issues in the Arctic. The Chair of IARPC 

is the Director of the National Science Foundation and 

the Executive Director of IARPC is the Assistant 

Director for Polar Sciences in the OSTP. IARPC 

envisions a prosperous, sustainable and healthy Arctic 

understood through research coordinated among 

Federal agencies, and domestic and international 

collaborators. IARPC’s enabling legislation is the Arctic 

Research and Policy Act of 1984 (ARPA), Public Law 

98-373, July 31, 1984, as amended by Public Law 101-

609, November 16, 1990, which also created the Arctic

Research Commission (ARC). A July 2010 Presidential

Memorandum established the IARPC as an Interagency

Working Group of the NSTC Committee on

Environment, Natural Resources, and Sustainability

(CENRS). IARPC produces 5-year Arctic research plans

focused on improving interagency communication and

collaboration. The next plan will be published in late

2016.

There are several interagency groups within the Federal government that have a focus on Arctic policies. Interagency groups allow for the coordination of Arctic efforts among a wide 

range of Federal Agencies. Many of these groups, including IARPC, SOST, USGRP, and USGEO sit under CENRS, which is a subcommittee of the NSTC. Other organizations like AESC, which 

oversees all Arctic related activities of the Executive branch, and APG fall outside the umbrella of the NSTC, but interact regularly.  



Subcommittee on Ocean Science and 

Technology (SOST)  
SOST, chartered as a subcommittee under the NSTC 

with 26 member agencies, is the lead interagency entity 

for Federal coordination on ocean science and 

technology. The SOST identifies ocean science and 

technology priorities, fosters and facilitates ocean 

science and technology activities, and contributes to 

Federal goals and agency missions in this area, including 

through collaborative interagency strategies. The SOST 

has identified the Arctic Marine System as an area of 

priority and aims to advance foundational science and 

technology for understanding and responsible 

stewardship of the Arctic marine system, and improve 

observing and prediction capability for sea ice, weather, 

ocean, and climate for safe and effective navigation and 

operations and to advance understanding of the 

response of the Arctic marine system to further change. 

U.S. Global Change Research Program 

(USGCRP) 

With 13 member agencies, the USGCRP was established 

by Presidential Initiative in 1989 and mandated by 

Congress in the Global Change Research Act (GCRA) 

of 1990 to “assist the Nation and the world to 

understand, assess, predict, and respond to human-

induced and natural processes of global change.” The 

Arctic is an FY 2014 to 2018 interagency research 

priority for USGCRP within the Program’s ongoing 

emphasis on changing patterns of weather and climate 

extremes and Earth system tipping points. In 

coordination with the IARPC, SOST, and USGEO, 

USGCRP member agencies observe and monitor the 

Arctic environment to understand the impacts of global 

change on this ecologically, culturally, and economically 

significant region. They also focus on the consequences 

of Arctic change for global climate, including changing 

patterns in Northern Hemisphere weather and climate.  

Group on Earth Observations (USGEO)  

USGEO, chartered as a subcommittee under the NSTC, 

is made up of 13 government agencies.  USGEO’s 

purpose is threefold: to coordinate, plan, and assess 

Federal Earth observation activities in cooperation with 

domestic stakeholders; to foster improved Earth system 

data management and interoperability throughout the 

Federal Government; and, to engage interagency and 

national stakeholders to formulate the U.S. position for, 

and coordinate U.S. participation in the international 

Group on Earth Observations (GEO). It utilizes an 

assessment-based approach to advance the full suite of 

observing capabilities needed for public services and 

research in the Arctic. 

Climate Data Initiative (CDI) and Climate 

Resilience Toolkit (CRT) 

As part of the President’s Climate Action Plan, the CDI 

and CRT were launched in early 2014. CDI makes 

available data related to climate change that can help 

inform and prepare America’s communities, businesses, 

and citizens. The goal of CRT is to improve peoples’ 

ability to understand and manage their climate-related 

risks and opportunities, and to help them make their 

communities and businesses more resilient. Both CDI 

and CRT include a regional “Arctic” theme. The Arctic 

theme encompasses more than 250 Arctic-related 

datasets, and more than 40 maps, tools, and other 

resources designed to support climate-resilience efforts 

in Alaska and the Arctic, including seven “Taking 

Action” case studies in key areas of climate-change risks 

and vulnerability. CRT recently expanded to include a 

new “Tribal Nations” theme, comprising more than 40 

resources to assist Tribal nations in climate-change 

planning, adaptation, and mitigation. 

Ocean sampling in the Freshwater Switchyard of the Arctic Ocean north 

of Greenland and Ellesmere Island, Canada, 2004. 

Interagency Websites 
AESC: www.arctic.gov/aesc/  

IARPC: www.IARPCcollaborations.org  

SOST:  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop

/ostp/nstc/committees/cenr/oceanst  

USGCRP: www.globalchange.gov/ 

USGEO: 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop

/ostp/nstc/committees/cenrs/usgeo  

CDI: www.data.gov/climate/  

CRT: www.toolkit.climate.gov  
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